
Notes 

Solar Farm Grants 

The total amount of Solar Farm Grant funding available for 2022 is £35,000. 

The total amount of Solar Farm Grant funding applied for is £80,985.23. 

The criteria for the award of Solar Farm Grants are shown below. 

Clause 18 of the criteria states that “The minimum Solar Farm Grant to be given by 

Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council is £5,000.” The application from Abertillery 

Amateur Dramatic Society is for £4,500. 

 

 

 

 

Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council  

Solar Farm Grant criteria  

1. Solar Farm Grants are funded entirely by money given by CIC Community Green 

Energy to Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council. 

2. CIC Community Green Energy awards an amount to Abertillery and Llanhilleth 

Community Council depending on the amount of electricity generated at the Solar 

Farm at Hafod-y-Dafal on an annual basis.  

3. The grant is not for the Council’s use.  

4. It is for the Council (as the elected representative body closest to local 

communities) to decide how to allocate the grant to local community projects, 

groups or organisations.  

5. CIC Community Green Energy requires the funding to be allocated to community 

projects that are sustainable, have a lasting legacy, are environmental in nature 

and are for wide community benefit.   

6. CIC Community Green Energy and Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council 

will require evidence (regular reports and photos) that any money granted has 

been spent in the manner envisaged and that the stated community benefits have 

been achieved.      

7. Any grant from the Council (including Solar Farm Grants) must help local 

communities and organisations to improve the well-being of local people.  

8. A Solar Farm Grant will only be made if there is a clear economic, social or 

environmental well-being benefit to residents of the Abertillery and Llanhilleth 

Community Council area.  

9. The organisation involved must usually be based in or operate substantially in the 

Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council area, and the majority of the 

members of the organisation, or those it serves, should live in the Abertillery and 

Llanhilleth Community Council area. 



10. If the organisation is based outside the Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community 

Council area, evidence must be given of how (and how many) people from the 

Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council area benefit from the work of the 

organisation.  

11. The Council places a high value on voluntary and community service. 

12. The Council will not make a grant to professional or commercial clubs or 

organisations, companies, businesses or other enterprises which aim to make a 

profit. The Council will only make grants to enterprises if they are not for profit and 

if any surplus generated by the enterprise is reinvested into improving local 

communities or local community facilities. 

13. Organisations such as sports clubs or parks which have become companies in 

order to manage or run community facilities under Community Asset Transfers 

may be considered for Solar Farm Grants.    

14. Solar Farm Grants will not be used to help fund national or regional charities or 

organisations (where the principal benefit is not to residents of the Abertillery and 

Llanhilleth Community Council area) under any circumstances.    

15. Solar Farm Grants will not be given to groups to pay for ongoing running costs 

(e.g., insurance, water, gas and other utility supplies etc) unless in exceptional 

circumstances.  

16. Solar Farm Grants must help as many people and communities as possible in the 

Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council area.  

17. The Council will not give Solar Farm Grants to the same organisation(s) within five 

consecutive years unless in exceptional circumstances.  

18. The minimum Solar Farm Grant to be given by Abertillery and Llanhilleth 

Community Council is £5,000 (if that amount is available to Abertillery and 

Llanhilleth Community Council from CIC Community Green Energy).  

19. The maximum Solar Farm Grant to be given by Abertillery and Llanhilleth 

Community Council is £35,000 (if that amount is available to Abertillery and 

Llanhilleth Community Council from CIC Community Green Energy). 

20. The Solar Farm Grant 2022 will go to projects that: 

• involve a lasting legacy and tangible benefits to local communities  

• contribute to sustainability  

• are in themselves sustainable. The organisation must be able to run the 

project/ building/facility itself, after the Solar Farm Grant has ended, without 

further revenue support from Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council 

• involve links with local schools  

• promote opportunities for local volunteering 

• deliver environmental improvements  

• promote links between different areas or communities within the Abertillery 

and Llanhilleth Community Council area  

• meet the well-being goals set out in the Well-being of Future Generations 

(Wales) Act 2015.  

 















































































































Notes 

Council Grant criteria and process 

The current criteria for the award of Council Grants were drawn up more than five years ago. 

In practice, the Council has regularly chosen not to follow its own criteria. 

There appear to be two main reasons for this: 

• The Council expected applications for Council Grants to greatly exceed the available 
budget. It, therefore, agreed criteria that would limit the number of applicants. In practice, 
Council Grants have been under-subscribed. 

• The upper limit for Council Grants is currently £500, “unless in exceptional 

circumstances.” The lower limit for Solar Farm Grants is £5,000. Unless it ignores its own 

criteria, the Council has no avenue to award grants in the £500-£5,000 range. 

The revised Council Grant criteria and process (below) raise the financial limit for Council 

Grants and remove or amend some other criteria to better reflect how Council Grant awards 

have been determined in practice. 

 

 

Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council 

Revised Council Grant criteria and process 

1. The purpose of Council Grants is to help local communities and established 

organisations to improve the well-being of local people. A Council Grant award will only 

be made if there is a clear economic, social or environmental well-being benefit to 

residents of the Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council area.  

2. Council Grant awards will not be made to individuals, to individual families or to ad hoc 

groups unless the applicant can demonstrate a clear economic, social or environmental 

well-being benefit to the wider community of the Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community 

Council area.  

3. The organisation must usually be based in, or operate substantially in, the Abertillery 

and Llanhilleth Community Council area, and the majority of the members of the 

organisation, or those it serves, should live in the Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community 

Council area. 

4. If the organisation is based outside the Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council 

area, evidence must be given of how (and how many) people from the Abertillery and 

Llanhilleth Community Council area benefit from the work of the organisation.  

5. In determining Council Grant awards, the Council shall place a high value on voluntary 

and community service. 

6. The Council will not make a grant to professional or commercial clubs or organisations, 

companies, businesses or other enterprises that aim to make a profit. The Council will 

make grants only to organisations if they are not-for-profit and if any surplus generated 

by the enterprise is reinvested into improving local communities or local community 

facilities. 

7. Organisations such as sports clubs or parks that have become companies in order to 



manage or run community facilities under Community Asset Transfers may be 

considered for Council Grants.    

8. The Council will not award a Council Grant to a national or regional charity, unless they 

can demonstrate clearly and specifically how that funding will benefit residents and 

service users in the Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council area.   

9. The Council shall allocate its Council Grants budget according to the principle of 

benefiting as many people and communities in the Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community 

Council area as possible. 

10. Council Grants will not usually be awarded for amounts over £500. In any case, the 

Council shall not award a Council Grant of more than £5,000 to an applicant. 

 

How does the Council Grants process work?    

1. All Council Grant applications should be made using the Council Grant application form. 
The Council may refuse to consider any grant applications that are not made using the 
required form or that do not contain the required details (e.g. the specific amount 
requested and the purpose of the grant).  

2. Council Grant applications may be considered by the Finance and Grants Committee 
before submission to the Full Council. The Committee may scrutinise the application 
and make recommendations to the Full Council. 

3. A representative of the applicant organisation may be required to attend a meeting of 
the Council or of the Finance and Grants Committee in order to provide more 
information about the application.  

4. Any grant award made by the Council should be publicised appropriately by the 
receiving organisation (e.g., on its website, social media pages and/or 
posters/programmes).  

5. The Council may at any time require any and all such evidence as it decides that a 
Council Grant given previously has been spent in the manner for which it was intended.  

 

Summary of proposed amendments 

Proposed amendments Reason 

Insert: “Council Grants will not be awarded to 

individuals, to individual families or to ad hoc groups 

unless the applicant can demonstrate a clear 

economic, social or environmental well-being benefit 

to the wider community of the Abertillery and 

Llanhilleth Community Council area.” 

The current criteria assume that only established 

charities or community groups will apply for Council 

Grants. In practice, the Council has received several 

applications from individuals. 

Delete: “Council Grants will not be given to groups to 

pay for ongoing running costs (e.g., insurance, water, 

gas and other utility supplies etc) unless in 

exceptional circumstances.” 

In practice, Council Grants have often been awarded 

for ‘running costs’ such as the provision of 

refreshments. Removing this clause would enable the 

Council to consider any application for ‘running costs’ 

on its merits. 

Delete: “The Council wishes to spend its limited 

grants budget to help as many people and 

communities as possible in the ALCC area. The 

Council will not therefore give financial support to the 

same organisation in two consecutive years unless in 

exceptional circumstances.” 

The current criteria assume that the Council will be 

over-subscribed with applications for Council Grants 

and will need to ration its support. In practice, the 

Council Grants budget has been under-subscribed for 

several years. 

  



Proposed amendments (cont.) Reason 

Delete: “The Council will not give a grant of more 

than £500 to one organisation unless in exceptional 

circumstances.” 

Insert: “Council Grants will not usually be awarded for 

amounts over £500. In any case, the Council shall not 

award a Council Grant of more than £5,000 to an 

applicant.” 

The Council currently has no provision for grant 

awards between £500 (the upper limit for Council 

Grants) and £5,000 (the lower limit for Solar Farm 

Grants). In practice, the Council has regularly ignored 

the £500 limit. This amendment would formally raise 

the limit to close the current £500-£5,000 gap. 

Delete “All Council Grant applications must be made 

using the Council Grant application form. The Council 

will not consider any grant applications which are not 

on the required form.” 

Insert: “All Council Grant applications should be 

made using the Council Grant application form. The 

Council may refuse to consider any grant applications 

that are not made using the required form.” 

The official form is the preferred method to collect the 

necessary information but, in practice, several 

successful applicants have provided all the necessary 

information in a letter. 

Delete: “The Finance and Grants Committee will 

consider all grant applications in detail and make 

recommendations to the full Council.” 

Insert: “Council Grant applications may be considered 

by the Finance and Grants Committee before 

submission to the Full Council. The Committee may 

scrutinise the applications and make 

recommendations to the Full Council.” 

The current criteria assume that the Council will be 

over-subscribed with applications for Council Grants 

and will need the Finance and Grants Committee to 

sift through them. In practice, the Council Grants 

budget has been under-subscribed. If a meeting of 

the Finance and Grants Committee has been 

scheduled before the next Full Council meeting, it 

may be helpful for them to look through applications – 

but making it a requirement that all applications are 

scrutinised by that committee seems an unnecessary 

step. 

Delete: “The Finance and Grants Committee and the 

Council will consider grant applications no more than 

four times a year; intended to be in April, June, 

November and January. Any applications submitted 

after a relevant deadline will be held over and not 

considered until the following meeting.” 

The current criteria assume that the Council will be 

over-subscribed with applications for Council Grants 

and will need to set aside special meetings to 

consider them. In practice, the Council has shown 

itself to be perfectly able to deal with Council Grant 

applications on an ad hoc basis. 

 











Notes 

Well-being of Future Generations Act 

The following is included in the terms of reference for the Council’s Planning, Commerce and 

Environment (PlaCE) Committee.  

To consider the needs of the Community Council area and the opportunities for the Council 

in regards to the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, the Blaenau Gwent 

Public Services Board Well-being Plan and the power to promote or improve economic, 

social or environmental Well-being under the Local Government Act 2000, and to make 

recommendations to the Full Council. 

That committee has proposed that the above sentence is added to the terms of reference of 

all Council committees and sub-committees. 


